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recovered only with great difficulty, had it not been
for the help and inspiration of Mme. Delamalle. It is
always hard for a man of broad humanitarian views,
a real lover of fairplay, to understand how he can be
the victim of a narrower attitude and the pawn of
policies which care nothing for the individual. His
father and his uncle had suffered for devotion to a
regime; but he had to suffer from refusal to meddle
in the internal affairs of his country. The very
qualities which influenced his superiors to instruct him
with a task requiring honesty, circumspection, and
patriotism, were turned against him when necessity
demanded his downfall.
The political history which provides the setting for
this tragic chapter in De Lesseps' life story is itself very
involved; but it is essential to summarise it briefly.
The scene is set in Rome, where, on February gth,
1849, a republic had been proclaimed under the
triumvirate of Mazzini, Safri and Armellini. The Pope,
Pius IX, had escaped to Gaeta after the murder of
his minister Count Pellegrini Rossi in the previous
November. There he was under the protection of his
former foe Ferdinand, King of Naples and Sicily.
Since the Congress of Vienna, when the petty sovereigns
disposessed by Napoleon had been largely restored to
their dominions, the greater part of Italy had been
under Austrian domination. The Papacy too, with the
States of the Church given back into its keeping, owed
much to Vienna. But the influence of France remained
in the new spirit of liberty that was abroad through-
out the length and breadth of Italy. This spirit the
returning rulers, Bourbons and Austrians, refused to